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Mission 

To encourage and empower young people to become the next generation of engineers through 

scholarship opportunities, outreach to educational institutions, and promoting interest in 

engineering as a career. 

History & Programs 

The Chicago Engineers' Foundation (CEF) evolved from the Chicago Engineers' Club, an 

organization established in 1903. In 1969, CEF began a student focus, with a scholarship program 

that has grown for more than 50 years. CEF programming also includes K-12 outreach to inspire 

young minds, the merit-based scholarship awards to support students through their college 

studies, and career development activities to equip college students with the tools to achieve 

their engineering career goals. 

 



Scholarship Awards

Annually, Chicago Engineers’ Foundation (CEF) presents $100,000 in merit-based

scholarship awards to high school and college students from neighborhoods across 

Chicago.  These students are young women and men who excel academically, and have 

demonstrated aptitude and enthusiasm in pursuing an engineering career.  More than 40% 

are the first in their family to attend college, and they are accepted to engineering 

programs nationwide, from Chicago area universities to Ivy League institutions.  Students 

attending public, private, charter, or parochial high schools in Chicago are encouraged to 

apply for the Chicago Engineers Foundation award program.  

The CEF award program is renewable over four years of undergraduate engineering studies 

for award recipients who maintain satisfactory grade point averages, and complete annual 

applications.  The awards increase with each year that a student qualifies for a renewed 

award.

Awards are presented each June, directly to each recipient.  Awards can be used for tuition, 

course materials, technology needs, living expenses, or any other college-related needs.  

 

Graduating High School/Freshman Award Amount – $1,200
Rising College Sophomore Award Amount – $1,400

Rising College Junior Award Amount – $1,500
Rising College Senior Award Amount – $1,500

A Total of $5,600 Over Four Years



I grew up 
using public transit 

to go everywhere, and 
as an engineer I hope to 

improve public transportation 
systems to make it even more 

safe and efficient for 
inner-city families. 

-Julio, Freshman

Being an engineer 
means that you are only 
limited by the extent to 
which you are willing to 
limit yourself, and to me 

that is a vast and fascinating 
insight on why I look forward 

to becoming part of the 
engineering sector. 

-Collin, Junior 

Engineering provides 
the opportunity to leave an 

impact and will contribute to 
improving our environment. 

-Ray, Junior 

My engineering degree will 
not only help me learn what 

I need to know in order to be 
successful, but it will also help 
me gain the experience I need 

to make in order to excel in the 
engineering industry. 

-Max, Sophomore

I want to be a mentor 
and gateway for young 
women of color to intern 
and experience STEM careers 
so that they are exposed to 
all they can accomplish. 
-Lauren, Sophomore

My computer engineering 
degree will open a gateway 
for me to channel my inner 
imagination and creativity into 
a rewarding career. 
-Ricky, Freshman 

Class of 2021 

As a Biomedical Engineer, I 
hope to contribute to medical 

advancements and discoveries 
while serving and advocating 

for those who have been 
traditionally underserved. 

-Luria, Sophomore

I look forward to using my 
chemical engineering degree to 
create something that will help 

and be used by other people. 
-Kim, Senior 

My hope is that through a 
career in engineering, I will 
be able to begin building 
my dream to make the world 
a better place. 
-Joseph, Senior 

I want to be an engineer 
because I find the learning 
process extremely rewarding, 
and one which allows me to 
be a lifelong learner. 
-Vivian, Senior 

Every day I have a 
mindset of what problems 
I could help solve or reduce as a 
future engineer. I always remind 
myself that all it takes is one app, 
one website, one program, or one 
idea to change the world. 
-Pratik, Senior

I can see myself leading 
a software development 
team in the future. I learn 
more about software every 
day and I will not limit 
myself as I work towards 
my degree and future 
engineering career. 
-Molly, Sophomore 



K-12 Outreach

 

The Chicago Engineers’ Foundation K-12 

Outreach Program brings engineering 

concepts and career information to 

classrooms and organizations 

throughout Chicago.  

Engineering professionals volunteer their 

time to visit, virtually or in-person, with 

students to talk about their career and 

school experiences as well as the 

engineering sector.  In addition to 

facilitating career discussions, engineers 

participate in STEM events, science and 

career fairs, and other student-focused 

events.  Annually, CEF volunteers 

participate in 50 outreach events, 

impacting more than 1,500 students.  

 

Career Development

 

The career development program provides 

engineering college students (award 

recipients and others) with tools including 

virtual networking and in-person workshops, 

resume and interview skills sessions, 

personalized resume evaluations, mentoring 

opportunities, peer/professional networking, 

corporate tours, and individualized 

internship position searches. Virtual 

activities are offered to all award recipients, 

award program alumni, and any college 

students majoring in engineering.  In-person 

workshops and networking events are 

available to award recipients in during 

summer and winter school breaks.  

 



Sponsorship Opportunities 
The leadership of the Chicago Engineers’ Foundation welcomes individuals, corporations, 

associations, and foundations to sponsor the organization's growing student-focused 

programs.  Sponsorship ensures these programs continue to thrive and engage Chicago’s 

next generation of engineers.  All sponsors have the opportunity to receive name and logo 

recognition for their contributions.  A variety of options are available.

Incentive Awards:
Incentive Award Sponsors partner with Chicago Engineers’ Foundation to fully support 

merit-based awards for high school and college students.  Sponsors may opt to support 

multiple awards per year or specific award recipients throughout their undergraduate 

matriculation.  Each award sponsor has the option to name their award(s) and help select 

their award recipients.

Student Outreach and Career Development:  
Sponsoring the K-12 outreach activities or career development initiatives offers younger 

students access to engineering concepts and hands-on activities facilitated by engineering 

professionals.  Supporting the career development program offers college students access 

to mentoring, career tools, and workshops to help undergraduate students build their 

professional presence as they work towards achieving their engineering career goals.   

Sponsors may elect to volunteer for these programs and work directly with students.  

Events:
Annually CEF hosts a National Engineers Week Luncheon, a Spring fundraising event, an 

Incentive Award Celebration, and other virtual or in-person programs geared towards 

professionals and students.  Sponsorships are available for all events and include a variety 

of options for sponsor promotion and participation.



Thank You 

On behalf of Chicago's future engineers, the leadership of the Chicago Engineers' Foundation extends its 
gratitude to the individuals, corporations, and organizations who contributed to our efforts in 2021 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT OF OUR MISSION. 

Corporate & 
Foundation Partners 

Amazon Smile Foundation 
Applied Research 
APWA-Chicago City Branch 
AMVETS Post #66 
Audio Visual One 
Bank of America 

Charitable Gift Fund 
Beem Patent Law Firm 
Cambridge Systematics 
CBM Meetings Plus 
CCJM 
Christopher B. Burke 

Engineering 
CISCO 
Cless Family Foundation 
ComEd 
David Mason & Associates 
Double Good 
Exelon 
Focus Group Holdings, Inc. 
Golden Square 
Greeley and Hansen 
HBK Engineering 
Helix Engineering 
HNTB Corporation 
Illinois Tool Works Foundation 
IEEE-Chicago 
Jacobs Engineering 
KDM Engineering 
Leydig, Voit, & Mayer 
Liston Legal Group 
Microsoft 
Primera Foundation 
Riley Intellectual Property Law 
Rotary One/Chicago 
Salas O'Brien 
Siemens 
Talman Consultants 
The Will Group 
Timken 
TranSystems Corporation 
TTX Company 
UL 
Union League Club of Chicago 
USG Foundation 

ChicagoEngineersFoundation.org 

Incentive Award Sponsors 
Gifts of $7000 & Beyond 

Anonymous 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Beem 
Mr. & Mrs. Sid Bennett 
Ms. Joan Berry 
Mr. Erik Cempel 

& Dr. Pil Bin Im 
Mr. Stephen Cless 
Mr. Nicholas Conrardy 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark 

and Joni Croll 
Mr. & Mrs. Armond Dinverno 
Mr. Phil Dodson 

and Ms. Nancy Ross 
Mrs. Arlene Eckmann 

in memory of 
Donald Eckmann 

Mr. James Gillespie 
Mr. & Mrs. Lionel Go 
Ms. Sharon Harmsworth 

and Ms. Diane Ferrari 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Hoover 
Mr. Thomas Karaba 
Mr. Van Lear 
Mr. Michael Lev 
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Levenfeld 
Mr. John Liston 
Mrs. Martha Jahn Martin 
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony McGuire 
Ms. Emily Moreno 
The Murtaugh Family 
Mr. John Nelson 
Mr. & Mrs. William J. Nissen 
Mr. Thomas Penn 
Mr. Don Pries 
Mr. Martin Ross 
Mr. Thomas P. Riley 
Francis & Anne Roche 
Mr. Stephen Schlegel 
Dr. Erin L .D. Sibley 

w/ family and friends 
in memory of Bernard 
James Dillon, Jr. 

The Sinka Family 
George & Judith Thomas 
Ms. P. Kay Whitlock 

Sustaining Donors 
Gifts of $250 - $999

Anonymous 
Mr. John Alberts 
Ms. Fern Allison 
Mr. Paul Barter 
Mr. John Berchem 
Ms. Wendy Betts 
The Birrell Family 
Mr. Joel Buchanan 
CEF Associate Council 
Mr. William Cisar 
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Dillon 
Mr. John Donnelly 
Mr. Michael Driscoll 
Mr. Justin Dyer 
Mr. Bruce Foudree 
Mr. John Grivetti, Ill 
Mr. Richard Handley 
Mr. Paul Juettner 
Mr. Michael Just 
Mr. John Lemker 
Mr. Chris Lucaci-Oprea 
Mr. Jerry Manne 
Mr. Mark McClain 
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Mergener 
Mr. Michael Nauman 
Mr. Martin Owens 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Packman 
Ms. Elizabeth Anne Peters 
Mr. Donald Pries 
Col . Jennifer Pritzker 
Mr. Timo Rehbock 
Ms. Lynne Rinkoski 
Ms. Erin Sibley 
Mr. Louis Siracusano 
Dr. James Treleaven 
Ms. Kelsey Watterworth 
Mr. Richard Westerfield 
Mr. David Whitehurst 
Mr. William Wigoda 
Mr. William Yurek 
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